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In this talk, Anna Greenspan will focus on her recent 
monograph: China and the Wireless Undertow. Media as 
Wave Philosophy, which was published in the Technicities 
Series at University of Edinburgh Press, 2023. Greenspan 
will offer an introduction to the book, using the idea or 
figure of the wave to reimagine the relationship between 
China and wirelessness. The book examines waves of 
various scales, from the long slow rhythms of techno-
cultural history to the high-speed frequencies of electro-
magnetic machines. It re-imagines the relationship 
between China and wirelessness by synthesizes 
contemporary media theory with modern Chinese thought, 
focusing specifically on the work of three critical figures: 
Tan Sitong 譚嗣同 (1865–1898), Xiong Shili 熊十力 (1885–
1968) and Mou Zongsan 牟宗三 (1909–1995). In doing so, 
China and the Wireless Undertow offers a new theoretical 
framework – focused upon a philosophy of the wave – with 
which to understand China’s intimate involvement with our 
current wireless age. 
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